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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1- 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Steinmark (US PG Publication 2003/0001727). 

Regarding claim 1 , Steinmark teaches a method of enabling a wireless 
information device to automatically modify its behaviour, comprising the steps of: (a) an 
end-user entering time sensitive information into a first application running on the 
device (An alarm time is entered into a wireless communication device, 
Paragraph 24, lines 13-18 and Paragraph 20, lines 8-12 ); (b) a second application 
running on the device receiving data from the first application, the data relating to the 
time sensitive information (An alarm clock can access the user's profile through a 
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content provider, and the user-related information within the user's profile is 
used during unexpected conditions, Paragraph 29, lines 10-20), and the second 
application then automatically changing the behaviour of the device appropriately in 
dependence on the data (Paragraph 20, lines 16-19, where the user-requested 
information is the data on which the device is dependent); in which the first 
application sends the data indirectly to the second application via an intermediary 
server (The content provider 301 in Figs. 2, 3 and 4 is the server, because it is 
analogous with the information server 300 of Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 2, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which the first 
application is a calendar or agenda application and the time sensitive information is an 
entry into the calendar or agenda application (Paragraph 51, lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 3, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 2 in which the end- 
user selects from a menu list a label to apply to the entry, the label defining the type of 
behaviour change to be carried out by the second application (Paragraph 42, lines 24- 
34). 

Regarding claim 4, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which the first 
application is an alarm application and the time sensitive information is defining an 
alarm time (An alarm time is entered into a wireless communication device, 
Paragraph 24, lines 13-18 and Paragraph 20, lines 8-12 ). 
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Regarding claim 5, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which the second 
application is a telephone application that enables telephone functions of the device to 
be controlled (An automated call back service/server, 302 of Figure 5, works in 
conjunction with telecommunications equipment, 102 of Figure 5. The 
automated call back service is the server, because it is analogous with the 
information server 300 of Figure 1, as evidenced by Paragraph 39, lines 3-7, 
wherein it states the same basic concept is applied as in the previous Figures. 
This allows for telephone functions, such as the alarm or announcement during 
unexpected conditions, to be controlled, Paragraph 51, lines 9-16). 

Regarding claim 6, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which the step of 
changing the behaviour is one of the following: (a) altering a telephone profile (b) 
altering the device ring tone (c) altering the device user interface (d) switching off 
telephone functionality (e) switching off the device entirely (f) switching the device to 
a power save mode (g) switching off one or more items of communications 
hardware (The unexpected conditions may be provided through an audio system, 
and the user has the ability to choose an audio signal produced by the alarm, 
Paragraph 20, lines 21-24, Paragraph 33, lines 24-26 and Paragraph 42, lines 28- 
34. A message indicating unexpected conditions may be played for the 
telephone user, Paragraph 51, lines 9-16). 
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Regarding claim 7, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which, if a conflict 
arises between the behaviour change due to the data from the first application and a 
different behaviour change input directly to the first or the second application, then the 
different behaviour change prevails (Paragraph 20, lines 16-19). 

Regarding claim 8, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which if a conflict 
arises between the behaviour change due to the data from the first application and a 
different behaviour change input directly to the first or the second application, then a 
conflict resolution component determines which behaviour change prevails (The 
automated call back service/server 302 of Figure 6 contains within it a content 
provider and content updater that provides information when unexpected 
conditions occur and thus the notification to use the device behavior change 
corresponding to the unexpected conditions , Paragraph 41, lines 6-8). 

Regarding claim 9, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which an override 
component determines if a behaviour change due to the data from the first application 
is inappropriate and then overrides that behaviour change (If there is no unexpected 
condition, the original alarm time is used, Paragraph 48, lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 8 in which the 
conflict resolution component is the server (The conflict resolution component is the 
automated call back service 302 of Figure 6, wherein the automated call back 
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service is the server, because it is analogous with the information server 300 of 
Figure 1, as evidenced by Paragraph 39, lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Steinmark teaches the method of claim 9 in which the 
override component is the server (The override component is the automated call 
back service 302 of Figure 5, wherein the automated call back service is the 
server, because it is analogous with the information server 300 of Figure 1, as 
evidenced by Paragraph 39, lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 12, Steinmark teaches the method of claim 1 in which the 
second application automatically changes the behaviour of the device appropriately in 
dependence on the data from the first application for a time period determined by that 
data (The alarm data/user-related time input from the 1 st application is used to 
adjust the alarm time through a delay/advancement, in case unexpected 
conditions exist, Paragraph 48, lines 6-12). 

Regarding claim 13, Steinmark teaches a wireless information device 
programmed to automatically modify its behaviour, the device enabling: (a) an end- 
user to enter time sensitive information into a first application running on the device 
(An alarm time is entered into a wireless communication device, Paragraph 24, 
lines 13-18 and Paragraph 20, lines 8-12 ); (b) a second application running on the 
device to receive data from the first application, the data relating to the time sensitive 
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information (An alarm clock can access the user's profile through a content 
provider, and the user-related information within the user's profile is used during 
unexpected conditions, Paragraph 29, lines 10-20), and the second application then 
automatically changing the behaviour of the device appropriately in dependence on the 
data (Paragraph 20, lines 16-19, where the user-requested information is the data 
on which the device is dependent); in which the first application sends the data 
indirectly to the second application via an intermediary server (The content provider 
301 in Figs. 2, 3 and 4 is the server). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US PG Publication 2005/0153729 refers to a communication and control system 
using a network of location aware devices for message storage and transmission 
operating under rule-based control. 

US Patent No. 6,847,892 refers to a system for localizing and sensing objects 
and providing alerts. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANK DONADO whose telephone number is (571) 
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270-5361 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30 am -5 
pm, alternate Fridays, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on 571-272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Frank Donado 
Art Unit 4173 



/Benny Q Tieu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4173 



